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Direct and Indirect Speech 



3 Direct Speech displays 



Type 1 

  He said, “The first road in Thai history  

was Charoen Krung Road.” 



Type 2 

“The first road in Thai history was  

Charoen Krung road,” he said. 



Type 3 

“The first road in Thai history,”  

he said, “was Charoen Krung road.” 



How to use ‘Say and Tell’ 

1.  We use ‘tell’ if we want to say who we are 
speaking to: 

       -Did you tell Tim how to get there?  

 
  



How to use ‘Say and Tell’ 
 2. We use ‘say’ when we do not mention the        

        person we are speaking to: 

      -All the teachers say there’s nothing wrong 

with me. 

 
  



Changing DS to IDS 
•  Change “Personal pronoun” 

- 

-  
•  Change “Tense” 
•  Change “Nearness to Distance” 

•  Change “Reporting verb” 
 



Changing Tenses 
 
 

 

Present Simple                

Present Continuous    

Present Perfect          

Past Continuous         

Future Form                

Past Simple 

Past Continuous 

Past Perfect 

Past Perfect Continuous 

Future in the Past Forms 



When do we change the tense? 
1.  After a past-tense verb,                               

there is often a tense change. 

2.  If the statement is still up to date,                  
then we have a choice to change or to maintain. 



When do we change the tense? 
3.  If the statement is no longer up to date, then we 

change the tense. 

4.  We usually change the tense if we think the 
statement is untrue or may be untrue. 



Remember 

NO  

“    xxx   ”  

in Indirect Speech  



DISTANCE 

•  Do you see this blue spot? 

•  Do you see that blue spot? 



Nearness to Distance 
Direct Indirect 

this 
these 

now 

here 

ago 

tonight 

that 
those 

then, at that time 

there 

before 

that night 



Direct Indirect 

today 
last night 

yesterday 

last month 

last week 

next week 
tomorrow 

that day 
the night before 

the day before, the previous day 

the month before 

the week before 

the following week 
the following day, the next day 



Examples 
He said, “I live in Bangkok.”  
He said he lived in Bangkok. 
 

He said, “I am cooking mixed salad.”  
He said he was cooking mixed salad. 
 



He said, “I have visited NY twice.”  
He said he had visited NY twice 

 
Obama said, “I went to London last week.”  

He said he had gone to London the week before. 

 
Christina said, “Paul have already eaten.”  

She said he had already eaten. 
 
 



 

He said, “I am going to find a new car.”  

He said he was going to find a new car. 

 

Pinky said, “I will give Jack a call.” 

She said she would give Jack a call. 

 




